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REMARKS 

Reconsideration of this application in light of the above 
amendments and following comments is courteously solicited. 

Initially the undersigned would like to thank Examiner Tran 
for the courtesies extended during an oral hearing held with the 
undersigned on January 9, 2002 at the U. S. Patent and Trademark 
Office. During the above noted oral hearing the outstanding 
official action was discussed in detail and the undersigned was 
greatly aided in formulating an appropriate response thereto. 

At the above noted oral hearing the undersigned proposed 
claim amendments for independent claims 6 and 7 which were 
rejected in the Examiner's final rejection dated October 9, 
2001. The amendments to claim 6 (as the claim has been amended 
herein) were agreed by the Examiner to overcome the rejection of 
art. Claim 6 has been amended so as to set forth with 
specificity that the buttons within each group are functionally 
connected and that each group of functionally connected buttons 
is located within a separate recess or depression on the outer 
surface of the first ear cup. The foregoing is not at all shown 
or disclosed by Fitzgerald. Accordingly, the Examiner has 
agreed that claim 6 is allowable of the prior art. 

With respect to claim 7, the Examiner alleges that knobs 
101-103 are arranged in a common recess. This is an error. 
Each of the knobs 101-103 is located in its own recess. The 
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knobs are not located in a common recess. Accordingly, it is 
believed that claim 7 as amended is not taught by the prior art. 

In light of the foregoing it is believed that the claims as 
pending patenbly define over the art of record and an early 
indication of same is respectfully requested. 

In accordance with the agreement reached at the above noted 
oral hearing, Page 3 of the specification has been amended as 
agreed to by the Examiner at the above noted oral hearing. It 
was agreed that the amendments did not constitute new matter and 
merely provided antecedent basis for claimed subject matter in 
independent claim 6. 

In light of the foregoing it is submitted that the instant 
application is now in condition for allowance and an early 
indication of same is respectfully requested. 

An earnest and thorough attempt has been made by the 
undersigned to resolve the outstanding issues in this case and 
place same in condition for allowance. If the Examiner has any 
questions or feels that a telephone or personal interview would 
be helpful in resolving any outstanding issues which remain in 
this application after consideration of this amendment, the 
Examiner is courteously invited to telephone the undersigned and 
the same would be gratefully appreciated. 
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It is submitted that the claims as amended herein 
patentably define over the art relied on by the Examiner and 
early allowance of same is courteously solicited. 

If any fees are required in connection with this case, 
is respectfully requested that they be charged to Deposit 
Account No. 02-0184. 


Respectfully submitted. 



Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 28,395 
Tel: (203) 777-6628 
Fax: (203) 865-0297 


Date: March 11, 2002 


I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
doposited with the United States Postal Service as 
Express Mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner 
of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231 

March 11, 2002 


(Dale cf Deposil) 


lori J. Larson 



Date of Signaturcl 

Express Mail No. EL394334697US 
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Marked up version of specification 

Page 3, delete the second and third paragraphs and 
substitute therefor the following: 

As will be apparent from Fig. 2, the button set 14 and the 
buttons included therein are connected to the control unit 15. 
Using a first group of buttons 18,18', the wearer of the headset 
arrangement according to the present invention can influence the 
balance of the output signal between different sound sources. A 
first sound source includes a microphone 13 which is physically 
disposed on one or both of the auditory cups 10, 11 and which, 
by the intermediary of a first amplifier 29, is electrically 
connected to the control unit 15. A second sound source 
consists of a radio unit 16 with an antenna 27. The radio unit 
16 is electrically connected to the control unit 15. After 
-> adjustment of the balance using the first group of buttons 18, 
, 18' which are functionally connected to influence balance , the 
output signal is led from the control unit 15 by the 
intermediary of a second amplifier 30 to loudspeakers 17 in the 
auditory cups. The sound from the radio unit 16 and the 
microphone 13 may also be shut off using a first separate button 
21. The control unit 15 is designed such that a brief 
depression of the first separate button 21 shuts off the radio 



unit 16. A more lengthy depression of the first separate button 
21 shuts off the sound from remaining sound sources as well. 
When the equipment is activated, a first depression of the 
button 21 entails that the ambient sound from the microphone 13 
is turned on. A second depression of the button will result in 
the radio sound also being turned on. 

For adjusting the sound volxime in the loudspeakers 17, a 
second group of buttons 19, 19' which are functionally connected 
for volume control is provided in the button set 14. The sound 
volume can also be adjusted independently of the balance between 
the different sound sources. The radio unit 16 is adjustable to 
different frequencies. In one particular embodiment, the radio 
unit 16 includes receivers for both conventional broadcast radio 
and company-linked radio, for example some form of communication 
radio. Adjustment of the radio unit 16 is put into effect with 
the aid of a third group of buttons 20, 20' which are 
functionally connected for channel searching, and a second 
, separate button 22 for storing channels. 


Marked up version of amended claims 

6. (Amended) A hearing protection in the form of an 
acoustic head set comprising: 

a first and a second ear cup interconnected by a stirrup or 
headband, said first and second ear cup each have an inner 
surface for contacting the ear of a wearer and an outer surface; 

one loudspeaker in each one of the ear cups, 

one microphone for receiving ambient sound, 

one radio unit, and 

one electronic control unit actuable by a button set for 
transmitting sound to the ear cups from the microphone and the 
radio unit by the intermediary of the loudspeakers, the buttons 
of the button set being arranged in groups [with] wherein the 
buttons within each group are functionally connected to one 
another and each group is located in a separate recess or 
depression [in] on the outer surface of the first cup. 

7. (Amended) A hearing protection in the form of an 
acoustic head set comprising: 

one first and one second ear cup interconnected by a 
stirrup, 

one loudspeaker in each one of the ear cups, 
one microphone for receiving ambient sound. 


one radio unit, and 

one electronic control unit actuable by a button set for 
transmitting sound to the ear cups from the microphone and the 
radio unit by the intermediary of the loudspeakers, the buttons 
of the button set being arranged in [recesses] a common recess 
in the first ear cup, the [recesses] recess and the buttons 
therein being disposed along a curved path adapted to the length 
of the wearer^ s fingers • 
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